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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to December 1 this season contained the highest 
proportion of staple 35 and staple 36 cotton on record, according to the Department of Agricul- 
ture, Consumer and Marketing Service. Fifty-eight percent of the total ginnings was in these two 
lengths. The average staple of upland ginnings through November 30 was the longest for any com- 
parable period on record. Strict Low Middling and higher White grades accounted for a larger 
percentage of ginnings prior to December 1 than a year earlier. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 
range comprised a record-high percentage - 89 percent - of total ginnings. The fiber strength of 
cotton ginned prior to December 1 averaged 83,000 pounds per square inch compared with 86,000 
pounds a year ago. 


Cotton stapling 36 and longer comprised 19 percent of total ginnings prior to December 1 this sea- 
son, up considerably from the eight percent in these longer staples a year ago. Staple 35 cotton 
accounted for 41 percent of this season's ginnings. This is nearly double that of a year ago and 
is the largest percentage on record. Each of the staples 34 and shorter comprised much lower 
percentages of total ginnings than a year earlier. Cotton stapling 31 and shorter was equivalent 
to only five percent of ginnings through November 30, the smallest percentage on record. The 
average staple of upland cotton ginned through November 30 was 34.5 thirty-seconds inches, the 
longest in history. 


Strict Low Middling and higher White grades accounted for 59 percent of total upland ginnings 
prior to December 1 this season compared with 53 percent a year earlier. The percentage of gin- 
nings in the White grades - 77 percent - was the largest in three years. The Light Spotted 
grades comprised 21 percent of this season's ginnings, down from the 27 percent in the same 
period last season. The grade index of upland cotton ginned through November 30 this season was 
91.6 (Middling White=100), the lowest grade index for any similar period on record. 


The supply of upland cotton to December 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings) totaled 12.0 mil- 
lion bales compared with 14.4 million bales a year earlier. Supplies of all staples 34 and 
shorter were much smaller than a year ago with staple 34 down nearly 2.0 million bales and staple 
33 down by 0.9 million. The supply-of staples 35 and 36 was up 2.2 million bales from a year 
earlier. The largest changes in the grade distribution of the supply occurred in the White 
grades and the middle Light Spotted grades. Supplies of Middling, Strict Low Middling and Low 
Middling, combined, were smaller by 1.2 million bales, while supplies of Middling Light Spotted 
and Strict Low Middling Light Spotted were down 1.0 million bales. 


American Pima cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season contained smaller proportions of the 
longer staples and the higher grades than a year ago. The staples 46 and longer accounted for 
24 percent of ginnings through the end of November against 31 percent a year earlier. Grades 3 
and higher comprised 41 percent of ginnings compared with 61 percent in the corresponding period 
last season. Ginnings of American Pima cotton totaled 58,900 bales prior to December 1 compared 
with 33,800 bales a year ago. 


. 


Cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season totaled 7,916,000 bales, according to the Bureau 
of the Census. This compares with ginnings of 8,830,000 bales to the same date last season and 
8,379,000 bales two years ago. This season's ginnings were equivalent to 75 percent of the 
estimated 1971 crop, the smallest proportion of the crop ginned prior to December 1 since 1957. 
Based on the December crop estimate, about 2.6 million bales remained to be ginned at the end of 
November of which nearly 2.0 million were in Texas and Oklahoma. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to December 1, 1971 with 1970 comparisons, by states a7 





Grade reductions 





State Grass Total reductions 

1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 

North Carolina iO 6.9 - Oot = 2 ae © 6 O 
South Carolina L635 LO. © 0.4 3 - 16.9 1.3 
Georgia S53 3.6 1.4 4.0 ne - 9.7 Hine 
Florida 9.3 1st 0.4 O55 0.1 Goal, 9.8 13.9 
Alabama 9.7 OFS On Os2 * * 9.8 One, 
Mississippi Dee 11.9 6.6 0.8 . O.L 1261 Zao 
Tennessee Gas 9.0 ao io * 7.9 10.5 
Missouri Veg 2.6 Onn 0.2 * Oo 2.0 Zio) 
Arkansas 4.2 ier 0.7 Ox = Our 4.9 Was 
Louisiana 4.9 NS Cie 0.8 * = ic Bes 
Oklahoma Ong Ors 0.8 B35 : ae Db. 
Texas eo 4.1 36 15.4 x eels 19.5 
New Mexico Oc Zoo See v2 : * 3.9 4.1 
Arizona ae Sac 0.3 ee 0.5 cl 2.0 5.7 
California 20 Coil * “ Ocd 0.2 Cael, 2.9 
Other 4.4 oes - dee One - 4.6 3.4 
United States 3.9 6.9 2.6 2.0 Oo Oo 6.6 9.6 


1/ Date for current season are preliminary. 
~ Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple V/ 


Grade 





November 1-30 Season through November 30 

an 

Staple Code 1970 1971 1970 | 1971 1970 1971 1970 | 1971 
Grade : Bales Bales Pet.  act.. Bales Bales Pei.| sPct. 
1 (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 (20) 1, 966 379 7a 0.8 2,470 814 ‘ho 1.4 
3 (30) 14,652 18,044 52.9. 37.0 17,949 23,485 53.5 39.9 
4 (40) 8,566 23,923 30.9 49.0 10,341 27,837 30.6 47.3 
5 (50) 2,224 5,614 B50 MIl.s 2,644 5,862 Te8 9.9 
6 (60) 226 520 0.8 Ve 251 635 0.7 ee 
% (70) 79 88 O.3 0.2 96 88 0.3 o.% 
8 (80) - Teh - 0.2 - FW - oor 
9 (90) - 93 - 0.2 - 112 bh 0.2 
10 (00) - is - * - 15 - * 

Total iho 49,753. “£00.0 100.0 33 ;7oL 58,925 100.0 100.0 

Staple Code (32nd inches) 

40 and shorter - au - (oak - 31 = Oe: 

42 84 100 O.3 Gee 84 100 0.2 G.2 

44 18,549 37,474 66.9 76.8 23,312 44,624 Gomk 275.7 

46 9,080 11,148 3258 22.9 10,395 14,170 3007, 24.0 

48 and longer - - = - - - - - 
Total 27,413 48,753 100.0 100.0 335752: 58,925 100.0 100.0 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
- Less than 0.05 percent. 


